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understanding with Great Britain wherever their interests
seemed to collide. In North and South Europe, in Persia,
in North Asia, and on the borders of India we find a
Russian question which is a sort of nightmare to the countries
concerned. The agreements which have been made, and the
understandings which have been come to, are simply rather
feeble attempts to remove that nightmare, at least in a
partial manner. It is to be hoped, however, that they are
only the first steps towards a more complete and more
rational agreement between Great Britain and Russia with
regard to their world-politics.

Russia has a sufficient task before her in developing her
immense national resources and using them for the advance-
ment of the welfare of her people, and the
cultivation of amicable relations with Japan and
China would guarantee all the facilities for
trade and commerce, The population of Siberia is in-
creasing at a very rapid rate, and one of the greatest migra-
tions in history has been proceeding so quietly that the
world generally has not noticed the movement. For
several years before 1906 the emigration across the Ural
mountains was about 60,000 annually, in 1906 it was
180,000, in 1907 it was 400,000, while in 1908 it was
over 500,000. The accounts of Siberia brought home by
the soldiers returning from the Russo-Japanese War im-
pressed the poverty-stricken moujiks with glowing ideas of
Siberia's wealth, and they gathered in colonies for the exodus.
This rapid increase in population is certain to give a great
impetus not only to agriculture, but also to trade and in-
dustry. That will be increased by the Trans-Siberian
Railway, with its branches and its connection not only with
the railways of China, but also with the steamers leaving
the Pacific Coast for all parts of the world, and will lead to
the rapid development of the resources of the country,
attention to which will help to counteract the military and
aggressive spirit of the bureaucratic officials.

It is  very  probable  that  that   development  will  be